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The City continues to track air noise activity on multiple fronts and from multiple sources that 
impact our residents. In Sunnyvale, the source of air noise comes from various activities from 
regional international airports, general aviation airports, and Moffett Federal Airfield.  Ultimately, 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is primarily responsible for air traffic control and our 
region continues to advocate for air noise mitigation. 
 
Here is an update on recent activity that the City of Sunnyvale is engaged in to advance our 
advocacy on this matter: 
 
Aviation Consultant Services 
The City has contracted with Freytag and Associates for aviation-related consultant services. 
The contract is managed out of the Office of the City Manager. The Firm will be evaluating 
impacts to Sunnyvale related, but not limited, to San Carlos airport, San Jose International and 
San Francisco International.  
 
What is the City doing?  At this time, the City and consultant’s efforts include data collection 
and analysis to prepare for an anticipated meeting with the FAA regarding San Carlos Airport 
and the Surf Air pilot that terminated on January 5, 2017.  Originally, the FAA communicated 
that a meeting would be held in January 2017, but we have received communication that the 
meeting is postponed to an unscheduled date in February 2017. 
 
Surf Air / San Carlos Airport Bayside Visual Approach (BVA) 
As you know, in 2016, the FAA granted a request by San Mateo County (SMC) to approve a six 
month pilot to divert the last leg of the Surf Air approach to San Carlos airport; the diverted route 
flew north over Moffett Field and then over the Bay. The pilot began on July 5, 2016 and ended 
last week, on January 5, 2017. The request, development and approval to implement the pilot 
occurred with no notification or outreach to Sunnyvale. The City immediately went on record in 
opposition to the pilot, citing, among other things, the lack of engagement with our community.  
 
While the pilot has terminated, the FAA has communicated that San Mateo County or Surf Air 
has not communicated on its final determination on whether to pursue full implementation.   
 
What is the City Doing?  The City of Sunnyvale will prepare a formal letter to the County of 
San Mateo and Surf Air asking for advance notification, and community engagement, before it 
makes any decision.  We will also continue to communicate Sunnyvale’s opposition position. In 
addition, the letter will request an update on the noise complaints data collected by SMC. The 
City is also working closely with the City of Cupertino on this issue as the original path for Surf 



Air’s approach still flies over parts of Sunnyvale and Cupertino at low altitudes. Staff has also 
been working closely with Mr. Chris Moylan, District Director for Congressman Khanna, to keep 
his office up to speed on this important issue.  
 
FAA Rulemaking: SFO Class B Airspace 
The City’s aviation consultants advised last week that the FAA has proposed modifications to 
“Class B Airspace Area” at SFO. Limited details are available on the proposal; notification was 
published via the November 9, 2016 Federal Register (Attachment 2). The proposal would 
realign the airspace to provide more room for vectoring. Vectoring is a method to delay an 
inbound flight by extending its flight path; changes to the flight path can be vertical or lateral.  
 
The FAA will be hosting three fact-finding informal airspace meetings to solicit information from 
stakeholders concerning the proposal:  
 

• Monday, January 30, 2017 in Burlingame, 5:30 pm;  
• Tuesday, January 31, 2017 in San Jose, 5:30 pm; and  
• Wednesday, February 1, 2017 in Oakland, 5 pm. 

 
This proposal has the potential to impact Sunnyvale, Palo Alto, Mountain View, and potentially 
Cupertino, depending on how much the FAA is proposing to expand the current airspace. 
 
What is the City Doing? The City has contacted the FAA for more details on the proposal. The 
City’s website is set to update by Monday with details on the proposal and stakeholder 
meetings. A notice will also go out to the City’s airplane noise interest list.  The Office of the City 
Manager has also communicated with the Cities of Mountain View and Palo Alto to discuss this 
proposal and information is being shared to assess whether a joint letter or separate, but 
aligned, action should be pursued. 
 
San Jose International (SJC) Reverse Flow 
Typically, during winter months inclement weather and Southerly winds reverse the flight pattern 
at the airport – Reverse Flow. Departures are to the South and arrivals come from the North. 
The weather conditions that cause the change in departure direction mostly occur during the 
months of September through March. However 2016 experienced unseasonable summer winds 
which dramatically increased the number of flights overhead. Sunnyvale advised residents to 
contact SJC with concerns about noise. As a result, SJC Director of Aviation, Kimberly Becker, 
requested that the FAA “review south flow flight procedures with the goal of identifying possible 
solutions to reduce the noise impacts on Sunnyvale residents” (Attachment 3).  
 
What is the City Doing? The Mayor has been invited to participate by the FAA in a review 
meeting; however, no date has been set. City staff is following up weekly with the FAA to 
schedule this meeting.   
 
Resources 
Residents should continue to: 
 

• Report airplane noise to the proper authorities (listed at AirplaneNoise.inSunnyvale.com); 
• Sign up for the City’s interest list on this topic via an email to 

airplanenoise@sunnyvale.ca.gov; and  
• Stay updated on this issue via the City’s website, AirplaneNoise.inSunnyvale.com. 

http://www.airplanenoise.insunnyvale.com/
mailto:airplanenoise@sunnyvale.ca.gov
http://www.airplanenoise.insunnyvale.com/


ATTACHMENTS 
1. Letter from San Mateo County to Community Members, December 30, 2016 
2. Federal Register, November 9, 2016, excerpt 
3. Letter from SJC to the FAA, November 30, 2016 
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