
 
 

    
  www.callanderassociates.com 
 

 

BURLINGAME  GOLD RIVER  SAN JOSE  
1633 Bayshore Highway, Suite 133  12150 Tributary Point Drive, Suite 140  2025 Gateway Place, Suite 285  
Burlingame, CA 94010  Gold River, CA 95670  San Jose, CA 95110 
650.375.1313  916.985.4366  408.275.0565 

 

Recreate 
Educate 

Live+Work 
Connect 

Sustain 

 
 

Via Email Only 
 
May 30, 2023 
 
Meeting Summary 
Corn Palace Park 
RE: Virtual Community Meeting #1   
Date: May 11, 2023 
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Attendees: City of Sunnyvale (City): 
  Nathan Scribner (NS), nscribner@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
  Jim Stark (JS), jstark@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
  Dan Furton (DF), DFurton@sunnyvale.ca.gov 
  Mark Merrill (MM), mmerrill@sunnyvale.ca.gov    
            
  Callander Associates (CA):    
  David Rubin (DR), drubin@callanderassociates.com 
  Grant Huang (GH), ghuang@callanderassociates.com 
  Melinda Wang (MW), mwang@callanderassociates.com  

Brian Fletcher (BF), bfletcher@callanderassociates.com 
 

Community Members: 52 attendees        
 
The purpose of this meeting was to introduce the project, present existing conditions, and 
receive input from attendees. A formal presentation was followed by a polling exercise for 
community members to vote on preferred park uses and features. Attendees also had the 
opportunity to ask questions and share comments during the meeting. Results from the 
polling exercise and additional comments received are noted below.  
 
Polling Exercise Summary  
Community members expressed a strong preference for a park that supports primarily 
passive uses. An open turf area, a playground, and a pollinator garden were highly preferred 
park features. A majority of attendees did not feel splash play, a restroom, sports courts, and 
WiFi were important amenities to provide at this park. In general, community members 
envision the park to be a clean, safe, green, and relaxing space they can take their dogs to. 
(For detailed polling results, see attached.) 
 
Additional comments received 
Primary comments and concerns expressed by attendees included preference for a small 
dog park and concerns regarding safety, privacy, access, and parking.  
 
Input is summarized below and responses provided are italicized. 
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Dog Park 
- Many community members in the neighborhood have dogs. Consider a small dog play 

area located near the soundwall to mitigate noise concerns. 
- If no dog park is provided, will dogs be allowed in the park? 

o Dogs are typically allowed on-leash at all public parks. 
 
Safety, Privacy, Access, and Parking 
- Will there be fencing around the park? 

o The existing perimeter fence is temporary and will be removed when the park 
opens. If there is a play area, fencing will likely be provided around the play area. 

- Will the park provide parking? 
o It was noted there is on-street parking available along Lily Avenue and Toyon 

Avenue.  If it is determined that additional off-street parking is needed, it should 
be noted that it would come at the expense of park space. 

- Are the existing parking spaces for the HOA use or public park use? 
o Private streets in the HOA area include Public Access Easements and the street 

parking spaces are identified as “Guest Parking.” 
- Can gated-access be provided where the park is adjacent to residences? 

o There aren’t currently plans to fence or gate off any side of the park as this is a 
public park.  

- Existing narrow, private streets (Vinemaple Terrace and Valonia Oaks Terrace) may 
become through-streets for park visitors and become less safe for kids at play 

- Increased foot traffic on narrow, private streets may impact residents’ privacy 
- Encourage people to walk to the park as there may be a parking issue if many people 

drive to the park  
- A parking lot may not be necessary if the park doesn’t provide large-scale athletic 

amenities.  
- Consider trees or hedges as a visual screen between the park and homes directly 

adjacent to it 
 

Additional Comments 
- Can a historical plaque acknowledging the history of Corn Palace be provided? 

o A plaque has been fabricated and will be installed in the park. 
- The Harmony Community currently maintains the area between the sidewalk and the 

street on 3 sides of the park. Should this responsibility be handed off to the City? 
o Formal requests should be made to the City’s property administration.  

- This site has been a location for illegal fireworks in the past. Can security be provided here 
on July 4th? 

o Requests should be made to the City’s Public Safety Services department. 
 
The information above is Callander Associates’ understanding of items discussed at the 
meeting.  Callander Associates is proceeding with the project based on this understanding.   
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
Melinda Wang 
Callander Associates 
cc:   All attendees 
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